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FOURTH DAY. them who embraced the 


other lands, to the day when ion 
Morning Session, Si Sunday, ae sth. came to them an humble Elder, clad 


O a. m. most likely in coarse garmenta, rude 
Singing by the . in speech, lacking the eh in many 
Sweet is the a wouk, my instances of those who been edu- 
To —_ Thy name, give .. coated as ministers among the people. 
Thy love Wy humble Elders came to our 


— doors asking rest, or that they might 
truthe ith us of a message which 
— by Elder Abram H. Cannon. | hy had committed tothem. They 

6 choir sang: explained of — 

e 0 rist; they reasoned with us 

place, the Scriptures, and labored to make 
Apostle John Heury Smith was the ad again revealed to ‘faiths. the ey 

first speaker. He read from Malachi: explained the doctrine of fai 
Behold, I will send from Malechi: | {°%." by which man should be’ gor. 
3 — and | erned, and the means by which he 
er oe : and he turn could make an acceptable offering to 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, God. Their words were not so elo- 


and the hearts of the children to the fa- quent as those of the gifted scho 
thers, lest I come and smite the earth with | but 22 brought 8 them — 


° word of God, and while were 
sometimes unable to — 
the hearts of the Saints reflections 


deep and earnest. It carries those of — r 
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stand them. They taught us that 
holy men of old spake as they were 
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and 
explained to us the way in which we 
should walk. They taught us of our 
parents who had gone before, and by 
the spirit of inspiration gave us 4 
knowledge that brought gladness and 
joy to our hearts, | 
e had heard the ministers of the 
world dwell on the beauties of the 
Gospel and the mission of Jesus, but 
we never had awakened in our hearts 
a knowledge of God’s plan till the 
humble Elder of Christ brought to 
us the intelligence that removed from 
our hearts all doubts and fears and 
guided us in the right path. 
The bymn gives to our understand- 


. ing a key of knowledge, and brings to 


our realization the condition that ex- 
ists beyond. We have been called 
from that sphere on a mission, and 
placed in a position to accept or reject 
that which God has revealed. Faith 
we had when the Elders of the Church 
came. We believed in Jesus and in 
the Scriptures, and with the eye of 
faith we looked for a reward for our 
good lives. We were ready to receive 
the principle of faith; it was not new 
to us—it was one of the gems which 
laddened us when repentance and 
— were spoken of, and when 
we learned that God was looking to 
the salvation of His children as a 
whole. We rejoiced when the prin- 
ciple of the gathering was taught to 
us, and when we had the 2 of 
ying tithes for the rolling on of 
God's kingdom. When we were culled 
to leave our homes and gather with 
the Saints, we obeyed with joy and 
thanks-giving. 

Probably no other principle re- 
vealed to us in our day has so enabled 
us to sever ourselves from the world 
as that contained in the hymn sung 
this morning, and in the text I have 
read to you. We have heard the 
ministers of different sects preach 
and have read the remarks of Pau 
upon the resurrection of the dead. 

e have wondered why the dead 
were left in the peculiar position in 
which the ministers seemed inclined 
to leave them; why the thousands 
who had never heard the Gospel in 
the flesh should never be permitted to 


hear it at all. We asked our mini- 
sters regarding the turning the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the 
hearts of the children to the fathe 
and were surprised because they coul 
not explain this matter. But when 
the humble Latter-day Saint Elder 
sat by our fireside teaching the Guspel 
to us, we learned that in heaven we 
bad a father and a mother. This prin- 
ciple had been revealed to the world 
through an unlearned youth, but the 
wise and learned did not understand 
it. It was revealed through this 
youth that God would not condemn 
the dead without according to them 
the same opportunities and rights 
which the living enjoyed. 

This principle won our hearts to an 
extent which no other doctrine had 
done. The primary principles of the 
Gospel were not so entirely new to 
but when we learned the doctrine o 
salvation for the dead our hearts were 
gladdened, and we said in joy, God 
is indeed just.” We knew that those 
whom we loved, who had died without 
a knowledge of the truth, would not 
be forever shut out from the light of 
heaven. This doctrine turns the 
hearts of the children to the fathers, 
because it impels us to erect temples 
in which to perform for them vicari- 
ously the ordinances and sealings of 
the Gospel. The world cannot under- 
stand why peorle converted to our 
faith should sever the ties of home 
and kindred, and forsake comfort and 
ease, to gather with this Church in a 
far-off land. But the inspiration 
which had touched our hearts, showed 
to us that in the land of Zion there 
was a work to do for our dead. We 
were shown that the unnumbered 
dead were not forgotten, and that the 
sealing of parent and child from gene- 
ration to generation in an unbroken 
chain was a scheme for the salvation 
of the whole of our race. Many per- 
sons in this country and in the old 
world have wondered why, in old 
times, records of baptisms were kept 
in the churches, and why, in our own 
country, so many persons have de- 
voted so much time and labor to com- 

iling their genealogies. Those who 
ave done this have not understood 
the doctrine of turning the hearts of 
the fathers and children to each other 
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as we do, but they have been acted has provided a means and a plan for 
upon by an inspiration which hasim- their redemption. The servants of 
pelled them to perform this work. God who were made ministers of the 
Were I to take those of this congre- truth while in the flesh, in former dis- 
gation who have embraced the Gospel, pensations and in this, and who have 
and ask them the questions, why are been sent to preach to them that are 
you here? What led you to leave dead—" that they might be ju 
associations dear to you, and face the according to men in the flesh, but live 
trials which you knew were incident according to God in the spirit.“ 
to the life of a Saint, what wouldyou They are to be judged as we 
answer! You would say: “It was upon the — of justice, equity 
the key which God turned. It was truth, and according to the manner 
because I had had it shown to me that | in which they exercise their agency. 
it was necessary that my father’s’ The apostle has said distinctly that 
house should be set in order, and that | men that are dead are to be judged as 
the ordinances of the Gospel should those in the flesh are. They are to 
be performed for its members.” have the same privilege of the Gos- 
It was this work for the dead which pel and of the redemption wrought 
Bishop Milner thought a most won- out by Christ that we are to have. 
derful feature of the faith of the Lat- The other day a brother read in this 
ter-day Saints. That God should stand, a vision showing the different 
have revealed, through an unlearned degrees of glory which the human 
boy, the principle that whether living family will inherit. We have not all 
or dead, all men could act upon their been equally faithful or diligent. We 
agency in accepting or rejecting the have not all acquired an equal degree 
Gospel, was a most wonderful thing. of knowledge or intelligence, and we 
Persons present here to-day, who are will be rewarded according to our 
not familiar with the religion of the works, on the principles of honor, 
Latter-day Saints, may ask, Where truth, justice and equity, 
do you find evidence of the truth of Through the whole Gospel there 
the doctrine that the dead have the runs the principle of vicarious atone- 
Gospel and the opportunity of being | ment. Those who are living are re- 
saved by it extended to them?” In deemed through obedience to law, 
answer I would say, remember the and the Lord led Paul to ask, If the 
Scripture I have read, and remember | dead rise ~~ why then are ye bap- 
that the Scriptures oy and all | tized for the dead?” What a thrill of 
Christians believe, that the Gospel | joy is caused by the invitation which 
embraces the principle of vicarious God extends to us: “Come my son, 
work, that one person may do for enter the house of God, and thence 
another that which will give the latter receive for your fathers and kindred 
an opportunity to be saved. who are dead the ordinances of salva- 
e read of a certain man who went tion which they had no opportunity to 
to the Savior by night, and asked | receive while living.” 
what he must do to be saved. The Loet those who look with prejudice 
reply was: “ Except a man be born of | and opposition upon the Latter-day 
the water and of the spirit he can in | Saints, consider the system of religion 
no wise enter the kingdom of heaven.” | which we teach. Remember that we 
Did this apply to all men? Les. On | believe in a system which is calcu- 
another occasion, another — asked lated to do away with licentiousness 
a similar question of the Savior, — and corruption among society in the 
in reply, told him not to lie, or steal, and flesh, and accomplish the salvation of 
laid down the moral law to him. On those who are dead. We are not the 
another occasion the Savior made the | enemies of any of our fellow men. We 
declaration that “except a man be only desire to serve God according to 
born of the water and of the spirit he the principles we believe God has re- 
cannot see the kingdom of to do our duty to each 
What, then, is to be done with the other and all men. I would be glad to 
millions of dead who never had such see my country b and to see it 


a privilege as this in the flesh? God grow and flourish; I am grieved 
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same privileges ma gran 
you which the Catholics and Protest- 
ants among your countrymen enjoy. 
Remember that while we are in the 
world we can not enjoy in full those 
blessings and privileges which we will 
bevpermitted: to enjoy when the work 
of God is made domiaant in the earth. 
Elder Abram H. Cannon addressed 
the Oonference. Following is a syn- 
opsis of his remarks: My brethren 
and. sisters, I have certainly felt 
— to rejoice this morning ia 
listening to the testimony of an a 
tle of the Lord, and I could not help 
but think while be was speaking, that 
the testimony which he bore concern- 
ingvthe great Gospel plan of redemp- 
tion would startle many of the pro- 
fessed ministers of the Gospel. Could 
they but hear it and realize in a full 
measure what God has revealed in 
these last days, they could not belp 
but acknowledge, if they were earnest, 
that if Joseph Smith received this 
knowledge, or bad promuégated this 
doctrine, the knowledge must have 
come from God, because it is beyond 
the power of man to prepare such a 
beuutiful structure as that which has 
been partially explained to us this 
dag. It is a plan which is destined to 
— sulvation unto all who have 
lived upon the earth; who live now 
or who will yet come to this sphere. 
Ne wonder, then, that we are called a 
peculiar people, and that we have be- 
come inet among the nations of 
believed 
are a an ie ved in b 
us as a people. God has said that 
He would make of us a peculiar and 
Cinch people, and He has done so, 

e haye.doubtlesa been astunished 
at the effect. the preaching of the Gos- 
pel had upon us and — those whom 
we lived amongst hile they of our 
kindred—onn brothers, our sisters, our 
parenis, our children, ovuld not see 
the beauties of the Gospel, there wus 
within our hearts a burning and un- 


rest which we could not overcome un- 
tik we had accepted of tha doctrine | 
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and — — — te Gos- 
mediately upon its reception 
— — distinct from these sur- 
rounding us. We were singled o 
and frequently our nearest and 
est friends became our bitterest ene- 
— It seemed that — was BO 
indignities too great to heaped 
upon those who received this 
that heard the word ef God. 0 
matter what our lineage may have 
been, when we joined the Church our 
best friends turned against us. All 
rights were taken from us We were 
considered unworthy to receive the 
rivileges enjoyed by human bemgs 
This is — the 
tending the acceptance 0 } 
of the Bon of God. 

Jesus says: “If ye were of the 
world, the world would love you, but 
because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hate you.” This 
is also in fulfillment of the saying of 
the Apostle Paul, wherein be says: 
“Yeo who walk godly in Jesus shall 
suffer persecution.” Not only is that 
fact true with ragerd to mdividuals, 
but it is also exemphfied in the com- 
munity as a whole, 

If we remain Latter-day Sainte 
we are a distinct people. We are 
separated from the world by a chasm 
which we cannot bridge. ne great 
cause of alarm to-day in the midst of 
this people is the fact that we are be- 
coming more like the world—we are 
uniting with them. [I believe it a 
truth, and give it as my individual 
opinion, that we cannot, my brethren 
and sisters, become as the word with- 
out losing the Spirit of God, or else 
without lifting them - to the plane: 
upon whieh we stand, There are 
other evil phases that wesee to-day in 
our midst and whieh confront:us, 

One of them now comes tomy mind: 
it is the associations: which are goi 
on among our yoursg —— | 
which threuten us with disaster. ‘There 
is not thut fear and love for God 
our young that — 
a few years since, nor that respect 
the ordinances of His Gospel. There 
was a law given te ancient Israel 
which says —— make 

em. y daughters: 
— — unto their sone, 


* 


— 
when I see a disposition among my 
countsymen to binder any in the ex- 
ercise of their worship. | 
Gb to ywur homes, ye Saints; obey | 
the lav of your country to the best 
of your ability, and pray that the 
| 
| 
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nor their danghters shalt thou take 
unto thy sons, for they will turn thy 
sons and thy daughters from thee, and 


they will bow dose and worship im- 


his is daw given ancient 
israel, together with all others given 
to Moses, and it has been repeated to 
the Israel of the latter days, for we 
are the offspring of Abraham and et 
and. we are the inberitors of 
the ings as well as the curses 
whieh were pronounced upon Israel 
according to their obedience or dis- 
obedience to the laws of Ged. This 
law is binding upon us to-day and is 
esse nti: We fiad to-day that our 
young people, many of them bore aad 
reared in the Church, who are 
heirs ef the covenant and Priesthood, 
are not receiving these biassings from 
God which are to be obtaised in the 
House of the Lord. Mardiages are 
taking place with those pot of our 
faith, and I tell you, brethren and sie- 
ters, it is my belief that if this thing 
continues, destruction will attend. the 


people o Watch the oourse 
that t young people pursne, and 
and ruin will 


you will find trou 
ollow them. You remember the euse 
of Samson, a mighty man before God, 
but when he took to himself a wife of 
the Philistines, hie power wes lost 
and he was made to suffer. Solomon, 
the great king, and the wisest man 
perks that ever lived, took unto 

imself wives from another nation, 
those not of his faith, aad they turned 
his heart away from God and he be- 


an idolater. 

This is one of the evils of the pre- 
sent day, and another was meat 
yesterday. Fashion aad vanity are 
growing up in the midatof the peeple, 
and drawiag more away from the 
Church than all the trouble and per- 
secution that was ever heaped upon 
it. There is a great deal of sogial dis- 
tinction among the Latter-day Saints. 
The hearts of many are goiag put 
after the momen of r 

We are looking UpoR the 0 
the earth. We are not —.— to 

words of inspiration and the coun- 
of the servants of God as we should 
do. How was it in the days of trou- 
ble and trial, when the people were 
driven from their homes in oot 


joned | learn obedience to 


— — 


They were anxiously seeking fer 
counsel. They were ready to make 
any seerifice. Bat do we ask for 
counsel regurding the selling of our 
lands? If we do, do we carry it out? 
After we came to these vulleys an 
army came up to destroy us. Presi- 
dent Young’s was the voice of God to 
us. We hearkened to his couuse!s. 
He advised us to leave our homes 
and go where we knew not, and we 
were ready to carry oat that command 
of God given to us through His ser- 
vant. We were ready then to receive 
instruction and coansel, and had no 
need to he urged te follow tie eer- 
vants of God. But a day of prospe- 
rity has dawned upon us. Wo ses 
for counsel or aske an apostle of the 
Lord what to do with his or her pro- 
perty when they are offered an ener- 
mous price for it? Do they go and 
ask for counsel if they are going to 
sell? If taey do and receive counsel 
not to sell, do they follow it? : 
No. In short, in such matters, in 
financial affairs, we consider ourselves 
uite equal with the Lord, Himself. 
od speaks to these persons whom we 
sustain as aposties, seers and revela- 
tors to the Chunch, and it is my feel- 
ing, brethren and sistera, that we 
come down to the deepest humili 
and be willing to seek for and fol- 
low counsel. We should say ia our 
hearts as also with our lips: Search 
me, O God, and if I am mot pure thea 
purify me; cleanse me 15 
impurity.” We will ba avourged, will 
be whipped, will be driven, hapted 
and harassed until we comprehend 
what the Lord requires of us and 
is laws. 
Aad you, young people, yea young 
Latter-day Saints, imprese the op 
portunities that are given you. You 
have glorious promises, but they will 
only be realized through faithfulness 
on your part, I urge you by all the 
power I possess to look to these mam 
whe stand at the head of this Church; 
those who have fought se aobly to 
maintain this caus. Look to their 
actions aud follow in their footsteps, 
for they soon will pass away. 
Men, however great they A be 


acknowledged of the Lord; Weir sins 


| 


will be found out. No man can sin, 
be he an apostle, President of the 
Stake, Bishop, High Priest or Seventy, 
and not be brought down to humility 
and destruction unless he repents. 
And herein, my brethren and siste 
we find the necessity of the spirit o 
inspiration which the apostle was 
speaking about yesterday. Wherein 
is the strength of the Church? It is 
in the spirit of revelation and in the 
priesthood of God. Where is this 
great one man power that the world 
prates about? It is the man that is 
acknowledged of God and with whom 
His —— is. The whole people and 
priesthood all need the spirit of in- 
spiration, and it is your privilege to 
know when any counsel is given of 
God, and not follow blindly any doc- 
trine. If you failed in anything it is 
ause you have not used your rea- 
ee and did not approach 
the Lord and learn of Him. The 
advice of the servants of God is that 
we correct ourselves, live up to our 
religion, for it is the privilege of every 
man and every woman and every 
child in the Church to enjoy revela- 
tion from the Lord, but not to receive 
it for the Church of Christ. 

May peace and rest be in the habi- 
tations of the people of God, and may 
the clouds which are now resting 
upon them be lifted up to the glory of 
Lord and the salvation of His people 
and the human family. 

The choir sang the anthem: 

Hear my prayer. 

Benediction by Apostle H. J. Grant. 


Sunday afternoon, 2 o’clock. 


The attendance at the Conference 
had steadily increased from the first 
day, and before the congregation was 

led to order at 2 p.m. the Taber- 
nacle was crowded to its utmost capa- 
city; all the aisles and entrances were 
filled with those unable to obtain 
seats, and thousands turned away be- 
cause they could not gain admission 
to the building. The services opened 
by the choir singing the hymn com- 
mencing: 

O God! our help in ages past, 
Our for years to come, 


y 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 2 


| 
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Prayer was offered by Elder John 
Morgan. 

The choir sang: 

"Twas on that dark, and stormy 

— — th and bell ares 

Against the en "s 

And friends betrayed Him 1 Hir foes. 

Sacrament was administered under 
the direction of the Priesthood of the 
Seventeenth Ward. 

Apostle Franklin D. Richards 
presented the General Authorities of 
the Church, who were unanimously 
sustained as follows: 

Wilford Woodruff as President of 
the Council of the Twelve Apostl 
as one of the Twelve Apostles, and 
the Presidency of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

The Council of the Twelve Apostles: 
Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, 
Erastus Snow, Franklin D. Richards, 
George 12 Cannon, Brigham Young, 
Joseph F. Smith, Moses Thatcher, 
Francis M. Lyman, John H. Smith 
George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant and 
John W. Taylor. 

' Counselors of the Twelve Apostles: 
John W. Young and Daniel H. Wells. 

The Twelve Apostles as the Presid- 
ing Council and Authority of the 
Church, and, with their Counselors, 
as Prophets, Seers and Revelators. 

Patriarch to the Church: John 
Smitb. 

First Seven Presidents of the Seven- 
ties: Henry Herriman, Horace 
Eldredge, Jacob Gates, Abram H. 
Cunnon, Seymour B. Young, C. D. 
Fjeldsted and John Morgan. 

Wm. B. Preston as Presiding Bis- 
hop, with Robert T. Burton as his 
First and John R. Winder as his Se- 
cond Counselor. 

Wilford Woodruff as Church His- 
torian and General Church Recorder, 
with Franklin D. Richards as assist- 


ant. 
Clerk of Conference: John Nichol- 


son. 

Elder Richards then read the fol- 
lowing communication from the Gen- 
8 Superintendency of the V. M. M. 


Saur Laxe Crry, April 6, 1888. 
To the Council of the Apostles: 


Dear Brethren:—In behalf of the 
Young Men’s Mutual Improvement 
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Associations, we desire to make a 
brief report. 

The iations are in a thriving 
condition, there being one in nearly 
every organized Ward in the Church. 
They commenced holding their regu- 
lar meetings for the present season, 
early in October, 1887, and will con- 
tinue to do so for about one month 
longer, that is, until the first week in 
May, before adjourning for the sum- 
mer vacation. 

Believing it would be for the best 
interests of the Associations and 
would greatly encourage the work of 
mutual improvement among the 
young, we authorized this extention 
of the regular season’s work, and have 
appointed a general conference of the 
Associations to be held in this city on 
the 2nd and 3rd of June, at which 
time a general atteudance of officers 
and members is expected and full 
statistical and other reports will be 
given. Wealso have under considera- 
tion some projects for strengthening 
the Associations and augmenting the 
work of improvement being perform- 
ed by them, which we shall present at 
the conference. Complete reports of 
the season’s labors and the condition 
of the organization will at that time 
be presented and copies filed with the 
Church historian. 

Feeling greatful for the blessings of 
the Lord which continue to hover over 
the youth of Zion, we remain, 

Your Brethren 
WILFoRD ‘Wooprvrr, 
F. Surrn, 
Moses THATCHER, 
General Superintendents. 

The following officers were pre- 
sented and sustained by the unani- 
mous vote of the congregation: 

Wilford Woodruff, Joseph F. Smith 
and Moses Thatcher as the General 
Superintendency of the Young Meu's 
Mutual Improvement Associations in 
the Church. 

George Q. Cannon, General Superin- 
tendent of the Deseret Sunday School 
Union: George Goddard, First, and 
John Morgan, Second Assistant Gen- 
eral Superintendents; Levi W. Rich- 
ards, Secretary; George Reynolds, 
Treasurer. 

Apostle Richards stated that it had 
been deemed advisable to omit the 
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full statistical report of the Church, 
and of the Relief Societies, Young 
Ladies’ and Primary Associations at 
the present Conference. Our late 
lamented sister, Eliza R Snow Smith, 
has been president of the Relief So- 
cieties ever since their organizition in 
these mountains, and has labored with 
unexampled diligence for their wel- 
fare and advancement. Her death 
now leaves the organization without a 
president. Sister Zina D. Young was 
her first counselor. It is now moved 
and seconded that she be made presi- 
dent. Sister Young was chosen by 
unanimous vote. The selection of 
her counselors was left for the further 
consideration of the authorities. The 
following general officers of the Relief 
Society were then sustained: Sarah 
M. Kimball, secretary; Romania B. 
Pratt, assistant secretary; M. Isabella 
Horne, treasurer. 

Brother Richards explained that he 
did not have the names of all of the 
Central Board of the Young Ladies’ 
Associations. Elmina S. Taylor was 
sustained as president, and Mary E. 
Cook as secretary. 

Of the Primary Associations organi- 
zation, Louie Felt was sustained as 
president, and Cornelia H. Clayton as 
secretary. 

Brother Richards made an explana- 
tion that it had been considered by 
the Council of Apostles that there 
should be inaugurated a more efficient 
system of education among the Saints, 
and the following brethren had been 
suggested to carefully consider the 
surject. They received the unani- 
mous vote of the congregation: Wil- 
ford Woodruff, of Salt Lake City, 
President of the Board; Lorenzo 
Snow, re City; George Q. Can- 
non, Salt Lake City; Karl G. aeser, 
Provo; Horace 8. Eldredge, Salt Luke 
City; Willard Young, Salt Lake City; 
George W. Thatcher, Login; Anton 
H. Lund, Ephraim; Amos Horne, Salt 
Lake City. 

Apostle Richards said he had been 
requested to address the Stints. He 
would read a portion of a vision given to 
Lehi, (who Jed a colony from Jerusa- 
lem about 600 B., and landed on the 
west coust of Cuili,) as recorded in the 
Book of Mormon, 1 Nephi, viii, 5 to 24. 
It would seem to me preposterous to 
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think of edifying the congregation 
{rom any gift of mine, but if th 
pte exercise their faith that the 
oly Ghost may rest on us we will 
edified together. A flood of light has 
been poured out upon the people at 
this Conference, in the instructions 
that have been given, and if they will 
heed and profit by these instruction 
and keep hold of the rod of iron til 
they reach the tree of life they will 
profit by so doing. The consideration 
of the principles of the Gospel is cal- 
culated to inspire in the hearts of the 
righteous a desire to be faithful in all 
things that are true. Lehi's vision, 
while mainly bearing on his descend- 
ants, considers circumstances so nearly 
analagous to our own that it would be 
rofitable to us to take heed of it. 
e rod of iron is the word of God. 
Lehi saw that many tried to walk in 


the narrow path that led to the tree 


of 2 and that the only chance they 
had of success was to keep hold of the 
rod that ran close to the river side. 
Here, in Utah, to-day, there is great 
need for us to cling to the word of 
God. One of the apostles in ancient 
days remarked that we have a more 
sure word of prophecy to which we 
should take heed until the day-star of 
light „ — in 

we understa those 
who kis born of the S nt and of the 
er had this word of prophecy until 
dawning should come. This day- 
star is the anointing of which the 
brethren spoke yesterday. 

Theancient Scriptures, in the words 
of one of the apostles, say, You 
heve an anointing within you, and 2 

ve no need am any man sho 

u.” This became importent 

to the Bai 


nts when the apostles 
be killed off and scattered. Pro- 
bly gome of the latter were “on the 


undergronnd,” as it is not likely they 
publ — their — 
heir lives were being sought. 

7000 the Saints char this 
would, if preserved, be a light which 
should show them the way they 
should go, and foreshadow things to 
come. e Saints in thie age require 
this knowledge for themselves, that 
they may 14 ** to be taught by 


16 children of God are 
ious in His sight, and each of us 


commended in the epis 


should the self-exa tion | 
for the 
apostle says, if we judge ourselves we 


be | need be judged of no man. Is it not 


your right and privilege, and do you 
not need to, under existing circum- 
stances, judge yourselves and possess 
the light of the Spirit by which you 
can do this properly? We should de- 
sire to know the mind and will of 
God—that which He would have ys 
do. Do you recollect when we were 
isolated how easy it was to be united? 
Then when we came to meeting, all 
were friends and acquaintances. w 
peaceful were the years when our 

rophet was our governor. I remem- 

r well when one of my sons, a boy, 
came to me and told he had seen a 
mao who was drunk. It was the first 
time he had ever seem such a thing. 
When the ship is tossed by a storm, 
then we find out who are good sailors, 
and who get sea-sick. So with the 
ship Zion, and if we are not aware, 
the cares of the world, working with 
the trials of the times, will overcome 


us. 

There have gathered with usa 
many people who have not come here 
for the truth’s sake, but to better their 
condition. In gathering the Saints 
we haye not been able to distinguish 
the good fish from the bad ones, and 
in many instances those who have 
been brought here have turned 
traitors to their brethren. We live in 
a day when darkness covers the earth, 
and when the covenaste have been 
broken. The Prophet Lehi, in his 
vision was led into great darkness. 
When the Saints have the Spirit of 
the Lord they choose the light and 
fear not darkness, But there have 

thered with us those who do not 
ove the truth. But if the tares are 
torn pp too soon, the wheat will be 
destroyed also. It is in times like 
these that you, my brethren and ais- 
ters, find out the measure of your 
faith We are now walking in the 
twilight, but when the Son of Right- 
eousness comes, all will be light. A 
good many of us at the present time 
one being tried in their faith as in 
their integrity; many are coming to 
be in doubt as to which is the rant 
course for them to take. When in- 


fluences approach which tempt us and 
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| 

| 
| 
| 
| 


try to unsettle our integrity, we should | Evils are increasing in the earth and 
say, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” | threaten to continue to increase. The 
Pray earnestly to God for support | elements are playing havoc evidencing 


and guidance, and though all may 
darkness around you, feel your way 
carefully along, and beware lest you 
do some act that you will always re- 
gret. Let what will happen cling to 
the rod of iron and the promises and 
revelations of God. Teach your child- 
ren to take this course. You who 
have crossed the sea know that at 
times a ship is in a fog go dense that 
it is necessary to keep a vigilant watch 
and to sound a bell and whistle eve 
few moments, lest a collision happen 
and the ship be sunk, So with us 
to-day. In these times when it is 
dark, and you can’t see where to put 
our foot, cling fast to the rod of iron 
or not one jot nor tittle of the w 


8 pass away till all be ſul- 


If the sun should shine upon the 
earth all the time it would become so 
dry that all vegetation would be 


burned up, So it is necessary that | 
18 rience 
an aced in a position to act by the sixt 
faith. W 


the Saints should 


6 are living in a time when 
great events are succeeding each other 
rapidly, and we need to have a con- 
stant supply of oil in our lamps. 


be to us that the 


remarks, the Tabernacle choir 
the direction of Elder 
| beautifully rendered the anthem; 


of are 


about to be fulfi 

Another generation are coming upon 
the stage in our midst, but how many 
of them realize what their parents 
passed through in coming here and 
making homes in the desert? Very 
few, yet it is necessary they should be 
taught the lessons and wisdom of ad- 


versity. 


Apostle Richards dwelt at some 


FY | length on other subjects of vital inter- 
est to the Saints, 
whigh was that o 


rominent among 
retaining their 
homes, and the ease with which God 
could bring adversity upon His people 
should He deem it necessary to do 80 
in order to bumble them. 
After the close of Elder Richards’ 
under 


E. Beesley, 


We will give Thanks. 
Confenence was then adjourned till 
day of October, 1888, and 
benediction was pronounced by Patri- 
arch John Smith. 

Nichotsox, 
Clerk of Conference 


If we must have a confidant, let us choose one and one only—the most faithful, the 
most reticent, the one with the most tact and quickness of apprehension. Then let us 
trust him or her uareservedly, and no one else. 

Industry is essentially social. No man can improve either himself or his neighbor 
without neighborly help, and to better the world is to set the world to work together. 
Every useful invention has been carried out and perfected by the co-operation of many 
minds, or by the successive applications of varied genius to the same objects, age after 
age. The mechanic must aid the philosopher, or he must stand still in his demonstra- 
tions; and the philosopher must aid the mechanic, or he will work and work without 
wisdom. The astronomer needs the telescope, and the chemist bis material and appara- 
tus. The sciences hang on the arts, and the arts on the sciences. 


The human mind is ever busy, feeding either upon what is wholesome or what is 
poisonous, and working out results for good or for evil. It is a great mistake to suppose 
that the main thing to do for the mind is to empty it of all error, of all prejudice, of all 
inferior subjects of thought, af all suppositions and dreams and illusions. To fill it with 
true ideas, to inspire it with vital energy, to discipline it to original work, is worth a 
thousand laborious efforts to extract the weeds which may disfigure it. Just as a vigor- 
ous constitution over-comes diseases, s0 a vigorous mind over-comes error. It yields under 
the stronger power end positive influence of truth. It is the full and active mind, not 
the empty and indolent one, that most effectually outgrows illusions and castes off error. 
It is the active mind, not the passive one, that receives most benefit from reading or 
study. 


= 
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MONDAY, MAY 12, 1888. 


— — — — · UPOPR.— — 


A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. 


CHAPTER II. 

„And because my words shall hiss forth, many of the Gentiles shall say, a Bible! a 

Bible! we have got a Bible, and there cannot be any more Bible.”— Word of the Lord to 
Nephi (n Nephi xxix, 3). 
_ THE new witness of which I have spoken is one that has been brought to 
light through the revelations of God to man in this our age. And here, on 
the very threshold of this subject, I meet with an obstacle that must needs 
be removed before I can hope to secure the attention of the reader. I refer 
to the almost universal belief among Christians that the canon of Scripture 
is closed, and that no more revelation is to be given. Had I been able to say 
that the New Witness had been unearthed by the researches of 
man; that by some such fortunate discovery as the finding of the Rossetta 
Stone, there had been brought to light additional evidence to the truthful- 
ness of the Jewish Scriptures; or that learned scientists by means of micro- 
scope or telescope had found new facts which tended to confirm the revela- 
tions contained in Hy Writ, no doubt what I would then have to say would 
be listened to with some degree of attention. But among Christian sects 
the belief that Gud will give no more revelation to man is so general, that to 
say our New Witness has been brought to light through a modern 
revelation, is to raise against it all the prejudice existing toward what is 
called new revelation. Hence, I say, this obstacle, meeting us at the com- 
mencement of our su! ject, must be discussed and removed. 

Nothing could be more untrue, or out of all harmony with the spirit and 
teachings of Holy Writ, than that doctrine which teaches that the stream of 
revelation from God stopped nineteen centuries ago, and will no more be 
renewed. Any one who will take the pains to read Act ii, 38, 39, will admit, 
no doubt, that a universal promise of the Holy Ghost is there made to those 
whom God shall call to obedience to His Gospel; the language is— 

Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remissiun of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For 


the promise is unto you, and to your child and to all that are afar of, 
be an the Lord our Ged shall call 


q 
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I know not how a promise more universal than that could well be made. 
It extends to all people, and to all ages. If men realize the fulfillment of 
this promise made by one commissioned to speak with authority in the name 
of God, they would enjoy the powers of that spirit; and one of its powers is 
to make known the things of God, and to show things which are to come. 
Here is the passage which proves it: 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, —— is the ae Ghost] is come, 
he will guide you unto all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but what- 
soever he shall hear that shall he speak: and he will show you things to cme. 
. . . . All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that 
he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you (John xvi, 13—15). 

Furthermore it is said of this Spirit, that it will testify of Christ 
(John xv, 26), and Paul says that— 

No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed, and no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. xii, 3). . 

From this it appears that the Holy Ghost is a witness for Christ, a testi- 
mony for Jesus; and it will be remembered that when John the Revelator 
fell at the feet of the angel and was about to worship him, the angel 
said: 

See thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have 
the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy (Rev. xix, 10). 

And since, as we have seen, the Holy Ghost is the “testimony of Jesus,” 
therefore the Holy Ghost is the spirit of prophecy. It was under the influ- 
ence of that Spirit that what Scripture we have was written. Says the 
Apostle Peter: 

For prophecy came not in olden time by the will of God, but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter i, 21). 

And that which these holy men spake was written down and became 
Scripture. 

Seeing, then, that the Holy Ghost is the source of divine inspiration and 
revelation, and that a universal promise of the Holy Ghost is made to those 
whom God shall call to yield obedience to His Gospel, as well to men in this 
age as to those who lived in former ages, how comes it that men revolt 
against the idea of God giving through revelation a new witness for Himself 
in this unbelieving generation? We shall see. But we desire to show here 
that this doctrine of a cessation of revelation is directly contrary to the word 
and promises of God. 

The Apostle Peter in refuting the charge of drunkenness laid upon the 
apostles on the day of Pentecost by the multitude who heard them speaking 
in tongues and prophesying, quoted from a prophecy of Joel’s, which he read 
as follows: 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shali prophesy (Act ii, 17, 18). 

I am aware that many will contend that this prophecy of Joel’s was ful- 
filled in the outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon the apostles on the day of 


Pentecost: But this is not the case, as will appear by second reading, and 
néting of the terms ef the prophecy. In the is Worthy 
Of note that the outpouring of this Spfrit is to occur in the 

‘the ontporring of the Spirit is to be upon aft flesh, upon — ; 
the ‘Lord as well as upon His servants. But on the day of Pentecost the 
Spirit descended upon the apostles only, instead of upon aH flesh; upon some 
of the servants of the Lord, but ect upon his heedmaidens. Hence on the 
day of Pentecost the terms of Joel's prophecy were not fulfilled, nor will 
they be until that happy time shall come when the lion and the lamb shall 
lie down together, end all pnmity between man and the brute creation has 
and they shall not hurt or destroy in all God's holy mountains. 
ow then are we to understand Peter's reference to this prophecy of Joelia in 
connection with the Holy Ghost descending on the apostles, for he says: 
“This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” The apostle simply 
meant that that which the people then witnessed was the manifestation of 
that same Spirit spoken of by Joel, which eventually will be poured out 
upon all flesh; upon God's handmaidens, as well as upon His servants. 
Hence we conclude from the Scriptures that in the last days there is to be a 


more wonderful outpouring of the spirit of prophecy upon the people than 


has been yet known among men. 

Moreover we find a number of Scriptures which plainly declare the visita- 
tion of heavenly messengers to the earth in the last days—in days manifestly 
after those in which the apostles lived. Such for instance as— 

An angel to visit the earth in the hour of God’s judgment, which is con- 
nected with the glorious coming of the Messiab, bringing with him the ever- 
lasting Gospel, which is then to be preached to every nation, kindred, tongue 
and people (Rev. xiv, 6, 7);— 

A special messenger to prepare the way for the glorious coming of the 
Bon of God—when he shall suddenly come to His temple—when it will be 
difficult to abide the day of his coming—when he shall come to purify the 
sons of Levi, that they may offer an offering in righteousness unto the Lord 
(Malachi iii, 1—5):— 

Elijah, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord, whose 
peculiar mission it is to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and 
vice versa (Malachi iv, 6, 6):— 

Angels to gather the elect “ from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other” (Matt. xxiv, 31):— 

Two prophets yet to be raised up in Jerusalem who will have power to 
shut heaven that it rain not, but who, notwithstanding their great E 
— martyrs— will seal their testimony with their blood (Rev. xi 

14 

Let with all these events plainly predicted in Holy Writ, all Christendom 
has been persuaded to believe, contrary to the teachings of the word of 
God, that no revelations are to be given of later date than those contained in 
the New Testament. To fix tha: ides in the mind the profussed teachers of 
religion, instead of following the admonition of Jude, and urging their follow - 
ers to contend eerneatly for the faith onge delivered to the Sainte (Jude iii), 
Which was sufigiegito bring down s aontignous stregm of reselasion from 


. 
t 


God and the visitation of angels—they have sought to make them belisv 
that the Scriptures teach that prophecy is to cease, the visitation of angel 
forever te be discontinued, and the woice of revelation to be heard no more. 
I shall briefly examine some of those passages which are supposed to support 
these views respecting the discontinuance of prophecy and revelation. 

When Jesus therefore had received the vin he said, It is and 

This passage is taken from John's description of the last moments of Jesus 
on the cross; and the words, It ts finished,” by the opponents of new revela- 
tion, are twisted to mean that the work of Christ being completed, no more 
revelation was to be given. 

That these words wrung from the trembling lips of the expiring God 
meant no such thing, is proven by the fact that nearly all the revelations in 
the New Testament were given after those words—‘“It is finished”—were 
uttered. Nor can they mean that the work of Christ was finished, for 
we find Him even after His resurrection laboring forty days among His dis- 
ciples, teaching them all things respecting the kingdom of heaven (Acts i, 3). 
What Jesus did mean was that His suffering was finished—He had drank the 
cup given Him of the Father, and wrung out the dregs in bitterest anguish. 

Charity never faileth; but whether there be prophecies they sball fail; 
thane be tongues they shall cease; —— there be it 
shall vanish away (1 Cor. xiii, 8). - 

Here it is claimed is a plain declaration that prophecy shall cease; and the 
opponent of new revelation, without stopping to enquire when or under 
whut circumstances it shall cease, justifies himself in rejecting everything 
purporting to be a revelation from Gud which is outside the lids of the Bible 
But if those who rely upon this passage as justifying their rejection of new 
revelation will look at its context, they will discover when prophecies shall 
fail and when the gift of tongues shall cease, etc.—it will be when that which 
is perfect is come. As Paul remarks—continuing where my last quotation 
ended— 

For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is 
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away (9, 10 verses); 
and then goes on to say that at that time, that is in the apostle’s own day, 
they saw as through a glass darkly, but when that which was perfect should 
come he promised them they should see face to face, and know as they were 
known that time did not come in the days of Paul, it has not yet come, and 
until that perfect state in which we shall see face to face with God, and know 
as we are known, and all knowledge which is in part shall be swallowed up 
in a knowledge that shall be perfect, we have need of revslation, the gift of 
prophecy, and the visitation of angels even to enable us to see as through a 
glass darkly. 

That Paul did not wish to eteate any idea in the minds of the Saints 
against the continuation of revelation from Gud so long as they are in a state 
where even with the aid of the spiritual gifts of revelation, prophecy and 
tongues they can sse only as through glass darkly, is evident from the 
exhortation he gives in the chapter following the one we have just quoted, 
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Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may pro- 
phesy (1 Cor. xiv, 1). 

Now I come to the passage which is supposed to settle the question 
beyond all doubting. The reader will consider the passages we have dealt 
with as but the outer walls; and having broken them down, we come to the 
citadel itself—the stronghold. 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the be of 
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book; and if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his pt 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book. 

This passage occurring near the close of the last chapter of the last book of 
the Bible, it has been argued that it closed the canon of Scripture, and for- 
bids the addition of any more revelation to that contained in the Bible; and 
upon the authority of this passage, men justify themselves in refusing to 
accept anything purporting to be a new revelation from God. This argu- 
ment is but specious, and the conclusion based upon it will be found to be 

most incorrect, for the following very good reasons: 

I. The Book of Revelation in which the passage occurs was not placed in 
its present position—the last in the Bible—by its author, nor by any person 
authorized by him, nor by the command of God. The Book of Revelation, 
like the other books and epistles of the New Testament, existed as a single 
book or pamphlet for a number of generations, separate and apart from any 
collection of books such as we find in the New Testament—so that the words 
quoted, let them mean what they will, refer to the Book of Revelation alone, 
and not to the whole Bible. 

IL If this passage means that no more Scripture is to be written—that the 
fountain of inspiration thencefurth was forever to remain dried up—then 
John the apostle himself was a violator of his own prohibition, for it is 
admitted by all biblical scholars of note that the Gospel of St. John was 
written after the Book of Revelations. 

III. The language in the passage is, If any man shall add unto these 
things,” i. e, the things written in the Book of Revelations—“ God shall add 
unto him the plagues,” etc. It will be seen from this, then, it is simply man 
who is prohibited adding to the things written in that book, not God. Be- 
cause the Lord has forbidden man to add anything more to a revelation He 
has given, it by no means follows that the Lord has also closed His own 
mouth so that He cannot give a further revelation. 

Words very similar to these in Revelations are to be found in the writings 
of Moses— 

Te shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye 
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God which I command you (Deut. iv, 2). 

Yet no one believes those words close up the revelations of God to man— 
indeed volumes of revelations were given after they were written. Still the 
Jews would have been just as reasonable—as much justified in rejecting the 
revelations of God given subsequent to the writing down of those words, as 
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Christians of to-day are in rejecting what purports to be a new revelation 
from God, because of what is written in the last chapter in the Bible. In 
both cases man is prohibited from adding his own words to the things which 
God has revealed, and passing them off as the word of God; but God is free 
to add revelation to that already given as seemeth Him good. 

There is nothing in these passages which are quoted to sustain the idea that 
no more revelation is to be given from God. It is a subterfuge of man’s to 
aide his own spiritual weakness—to excuse the absence of the powers of God 
which brings to earth the revelations of heaven. R. 


OFFERINGS RECEIVED FoR Mant1 TEMPLE.—James Barton, 2s. 6d.; Joseph 
Young, 1s.; Swiss and German Mission, £1 18s. 10d.; John Crosbie, 13s. 4d.; 
John Crosbie, jun,, 138. 4d.; Robert Crosbie, 138. 4d. 


SHEFFIELD D of the Sheffield Conference will be held 
in the Spiritualist Hall, 84, Division Street, Sheffield, on Sunday, June 3, 1 
commencing at 10 30 a. m., 2-30 and 6 30 p.m. President George Teasdale an 
other Elders from Utah are expected to be present. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—President James T. Thorne, of the Glas- 
gow Conference, and Henry E. Bowring, of the Bristol Conference, are released 
from their labors in this Mission to return home to Zion. 

President Robert Davidson is released from the preridency of the Liverpool 
Conference and appointed President of the Glasgow Cunference. 

Elder John W. Brown is released from his labors in the Glasgow Conference 
and appointed President of the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Samuel A. Blair is released from his labors in the London Conference 
and appointed President of the Bristol Conference. 

Elder Thomas Burningham is released from his labors in the London Con- 
ference and appointed to labor in the Norwich Conference. 

Elder William H. Farnsworth is released from his labors in the Glasgow 
Conference and appointed to labor in the London Conference. 


Tae Second Company of emigrating Saints left Liverpool on Saturday the 
19th inst., per Guion S. S. Wyoming. The company numbered 89 adults, 
37 children, 2 infants and 9 returning Elders—total 137 souls. The com- 
pany is in charge of Elder Wm. Wood. We trust they will have a speedy 
and safe journey to the home of the Saints—the West. 


— 


WE receive encouraging re from several of the Conferences respecting 
the extension of the work of the Lord; and also of the power of being 
manifest in the administration to the sick. President H. Walsh, of the 
Sheffield Conference, fullowing the lead of President Williams, of the Welsh 
Mission, succeeded in getting the Second Coming of the Messiah published in 
the Barnesly r is said to have a circulation of fifty thou- 
sand copies. President Walsh has also began holding out-door meee 
some of which have been very successful. President Williams bas publish 
in a late issue of the Tartan / Gwetthwwy the letter on Mormonism,” written 
at this office and that was published in the — ory papers of Wales some time 
He has also had a number of slips published containing the same letter, 
and the brethren traveling among the Welsh-speaking people are using them 
as tracts. By getting these testimonies printed in the pa we are reaching 
n 


thousands of people with the Gospel that otherwise would never hear of it; 
and therefore we — — 2 will lose no opportunity in getting the 
peo 


printed word before 


ã6—ꝗß—m —— — — — — B. ——᷑q ũ— — 

— — — —2 —-᷑-̃ —ut„. ¾ 


